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called Philopatris mentions the Christians* place of religious assemblies.
Lampridius, in the life of Alexander Severus, reports that that emperor
adjudged to the Christians a place for their religious worship which the
victuallers claimed. St Gregory Thaumaturgus built many churches, as
St Gregory of Nyssa relates in his life. That ancient doctor, in his canonical
epistle, and St Dionysius of Alexandria, distinctly mention the church.
St Cyprian often speaks of the church, which he sometimes calls the Lord's
house, or Dominicum. Eusebius says that during the peace which the
church enjoyed from the persecution of Valerian to that of Diocletian, the
ancient churches were not large enough to contain the faithful, " and
therefore they erected from the foundation new ones more ample and
spacious in every city." Origen, indeed, Minutius Felix, and Lactantius
say Christians had no temples or altars; but evidently mean for idols and
bloody sacrifices, like those of the heathens. Lactantius himself speaks of
a Christian church in Phrygia, which the heathens burnt with the whole
assembly in it. Gildas and Bede testify that the churches were demolished
in Britain in the persecution of Diocletian, and rebuilt when it was over.
St Optatus says there were forty churches in Rome before the last per-
secution which were taken away, but restored to the Christians by
Maxentius. It is a very ancient tradition at Rome that the house of the
senator Pudens was converted into a church by St Peter or, rather, that
he established an oratory in that palace.

Constantine the Great, by his victory over Maxentius, gained on the
28th of October in 312, became master of Italy and Africa, and, under his
protection and the favour of Licinius, who reigned in the East till the
year 323, the Christians began to build everywhere sumptuous churches.
That of Tyre, begun by the citizens under the direction of Paulinus, their
bishop, in 313, is minutely described by Eusebius.    The persecution,
which Licinius renewed in 319, put a stop to such works in the East;
but after his defeat, and especially after the council of Nice, Constantine
built and adorned many churches at his own expense.    Among these,
Eusebius mentions a most magnificent one at Nicomedia,  another at
Antioch in the form of an octagon, which, from its rich ornaments, was
called the Golden Church; others at Jerusalem and in several other parts
of Palestine, and at Constantinople.   The great Church of Sancta Sophia
there, dedicated to Christ, the increated Wisdom, which was magnificently
rebuilt by Justinian, was first founded by Constantine, and finished by
Constantius, in 360,   Constantine built also at Constantinople the beautiful
Church of the Twelve Apostles which, as Eusebius describes it, " was
vastly high;  yet had all its walls covered with marble, its roof overlaid
with gold, and the outside covered with gilded brass instead of' tiles."
Among a great number of churches which this pious emperor built, the
principal is that of our Saviour, which he founded on Mount Ccelio3 in